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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been otivlous at the time the 
invention was made to a person ha\Hng ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1 , 3 & 8 - 1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fahl et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6053381 ) in view of Cooper (U.S. Patent Number 
5577652). Fahl et al., discloses the bag (2) comprising the bottom wall (See Figures 1, 
3 & 6) and first, second, third, and fourth side-wall portions extending along respective 
edges of the bottom wall (See Figures 1 , 3 & 6), the front wall (See Figure 3) connecting 
with the side-wall portions (See Figuresi, 3 & 6), and the bag strap (20 & 20A) with two 
ends (See Figure 1) connected to the first side^all portion (See Figure 1) by the 
connecting fitting (28, 28A & 30) (See Figure 1 ); the strap (20 & 20A) is capable of 
being arranged to lie in the flat abutment with and along the first and second side-wall 
portions and in flat abutment with and along the intermediate third side-wall portion (See 
Figure 1 & if 20A is extended in Figure 1). 

However, Fahl et al., does not disclose the strap extending through the strap 
transit fitting on the bag, wherein the strap transit fitting is attached to the second side- 
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wall portion located immediately opposite the first side-wall portion; the fitting 
connecting the strap ends is able to pivot in the plane of the first side-wall portion. 

Cooper teaches the strap (14) extending through the strap transit fitting (20) on 
the bag (10), wherein, strap transit fitting (20) (See Figures 1 & 2) is attached to the 
second side-wall portion located immediately opposite the first side-wall portion (See 
Figures 1 & 5); the fitting connecting the strap (14) ends is able to pivot in the plane of 
the first side -wall portion (See Figures 1 , 3 - 5) for the purpose of prevent the strap 
from becoming tangled. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the strap extending through the strap transit fitting on the 
bag, wherein the strap transit fitting is attached to the second side-wall portion located 
immediately opposite the first side-wall portion; the fitting connecting the strap ends is 
able to pivot in the plane of the first side-wall portion as taught by Copper with the bag 
of Fahl et al., in order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

Regarding claim 3, Fahl et al., does not disclose the first and the second side- 
wall portions are shorter than the third and fourth side-wall portions. 

It would have been obvious matter of design choice to make the first and the 
second side-wall portions shorter than the third and fourth side-wall portions, since 
applicant has not disclosed that first and the second side-wall portions are shorter than 
the third and fourth side-wall portions solves any stated problem or is for any particular 
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purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with the first and 
the second side-wall portions longer than the third and fourth side-wall portions. 

Regarding claim 8, Fahl et al., discloses the bottom wall (See Figures 1 , 3 & 6); 
first, second, third, and fourth side-wall portions extending along respective edges of the 
bottom wall (See Figures 1 & 3); the front wall connecting with the side-wall portions 
(See Figures 1, 3 & 6); the bag step (20 & 20A) with two ends to support the bag (10) 
(See Figures 1, 3, 4 & 6); and the first and the second connecting fitting (28, 28A & 30) 
each connecting the strap (20 & 20A) to the first side-wall portion (See Figure 1). 

However, Fahl et al., does not disclose the strap transit fitting to guide the bag 
strap, the fitting attached to the second side-wall portion located immediately opposite 
the first side-wall portion; and the connecting fittings each able to pivot in the plane of 
the first side-wall portion. 

Cooper teaches the strap transit fitting (20) (See Figure 2) to guide the bag strap 
(14) (See Figure 1), the fitting (20) attached to the second side-wall portion (36) located 
immediately opposite the first side-wall portion (See Figure 1); and the connecting 
fittings (See Figure 1 ) each able to pivot in the plane of the first side-wall portion for the 
purpose of providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the strap extending through the strap transit fitting on the 
bag, wherein the strap transit fitting is attached to the second side-wall portion located 
immediately opposite the first side-wall portion; the connecting fittings each able to pivot 
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in the plane of the first side-wall portion as taught by Copper with the bag of Fahl et al., 
in order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

Regarding claim 9, Fahl et al., discloses the strap (20 & 20A) is capable of being 
arranged to lie in the flat abutment with and along the first and second side-wall portions 
and in flat abutment with and along the intermediate third side-wall portion (See Figure 
1 & if 20A is extended in Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 10, Fahl et al., discloses the invention substantially as daimed. 
However, Fahl et al., does not disclose each of the fittings is pivoted so as to configure 
the bag strap to provide two shoulder loops. 

Cooper teaches each of the fittings (See Figure 1) is pivoted so as to configure 
the bag strap(14) to provide two shoulder loops (See Figure 1) for the purpose of 
providing multi-functional capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make each of the fittings is pivoted so as to configure the bag 
strap to provide two shoulder loops as taught by Cooper with the bag of Fahl et al., in 
order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Fahl et al., discloses the first sidewall and the second 
sidewall disposed on opposite sides of the bag (10) (See Figure 1); the strap (20 & 20A) 
to support the bag (10), the strap (20 & 20A) having the first end and the second end 
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(See Figures 1 & 3) each having the strap connector (28 & 28A) (See Figure 1); the first 
strap fitting (30) attached to the first sidewall, each of the strap fittings (30) have 
connected thereto the respective one of the strap connectors (28 & 28A) such that each 
of the strap ends (See Figures 1 , 3 & 4) Is capable of pivoting in the plane of the first 
sidewall so as to enable the bag (10) to be canied In either of the two modes (See 
Figures 1 - 5) for the purpose of providing flexibility and multi-functional capability. 

However, Fahl et al., does not disclose the second strap fitting. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the second strap fitting, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of this essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 
St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

Fahl et al., discloses the fitting (30) attached to the first sidewall (See Figure 4 & 

6). 

However, Fahl et al., does not disclose the fitting attached to the central portion 
of the first sidewall. 

It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to make the fitting 
attached to the central portion of the first sidewall, since applicant has not disclosed that 
attaching the fitting to the central portion of the first sidewall solves any stated problem 
or is for any particular purpose and it appears that the invention would perfomn equally 
well with the fitting attached to the rear portion of the first sidewall. 
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Regarding claim 12, Falil et a!., discloses the first carrying mode (See Figure 1) 
each of the strap ends (See Figure 1) is pivoted so as to align the strap (20 & 20A) 
substantially in parallel to and along the longitudinal axis of the first sidewall (See 
Figures 1 & 4). 

However, Fahl et al., does not disclose the one strap loop. It would have been 
an obvious matter of design choice to make the one strap loop, since applicant has not 
disclosed that attaching the one strap loop solves any stated problem or is for any 
particular purpose and -it appears that the invention would perform equally well with two - - 
strap loops. 

Regarding claim 13, Fahl et al., discloses the second carrying mode each of the 
strap ends is pivoted angulariy outward from the longitudinal axis of the first sidewall so 
as to provide the first strap loop (20) and the second strap loop (20A) each capable of 
being placed over the shoulder (See Figures 1 , 3, 4 & 6). 

3. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fahl et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 6053381) and (U.S. Patent Number 5577652) as applied to 
claim 1 above, and further in view of Wu (U.S. Patent Number 6467594. Fahl et al., as 
modified discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Fahl et al., as modified does not disclose the support feet to receive 
the strap therebetween are disposed on the outside of the third side-wall portion. 
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Wu teaches the support feet (11) (See Figures. 2 & 3) to receive the strap 
therebetween (See Figures 2 & 3) are disposed on the outside of the third side-wall 
portion for the purpose of providing multi-functional capability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the support feet to receive the strap therebetween are 
disposed on the outside of the third side-wall portion as taught by Wu with the bag of 
Fahl et al., in order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fahl et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 6053381) and Cooper (U.S. Patent Number 5577652) as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Bereday (U.S. Patent Number 3675970). 
Fahl et al., discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Fahl et at., discloses 
outside of the bottom wall (See Figures 3 & 6). 

However, Fahl et al., as modified does not disclose bottom wall being 
upholstered. 

Bereday teaches the bottom wall being upholstered (See Column 7, lines 15 - 
21) for the purpose of providing additional comfort. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the bottom wall upholstered as taught by Bereday with the 
bag of Fahl et al., in order to enhance additional comfort. 
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5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fahl et 
al., (U.S. Patent Number 6053381) and Cooper (U.S. Patent Number 5577652) as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Pedlar (U.S. Patent Number 5407038). 
Fahl et al., as modified discloses the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Fahl et al., as modified does not disclose the front wall is the lid that is 
hinged along the third side-wall portion. 

Pedlar teaches the front wall (14) is the lid (See Figure 3) that is hinged along the 
third side-wall portion (See Figures (3 & 4) for the purpose of providing durability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the firont wall is the lid that is hinged along the third side- 
wall portion as taught by Pedlar with the bag of Fahl et al., in order to enhance 
durability. 

6. Claim 6 - 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fahl 
et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6053381) and Cooper (U.S. Patent Number 5577652) as 
applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Wu (U.S. Patent Number 6467594. 
Fahl et al., as modified discloses the invention as claimed. 

However, Fahl et al., as modified does not disclose the zip fasteners join free 
edges of the lid of the first, second, and fourth side-wall portions. 

Wu teaches the zip fasteners (See Figure 2) join free edges of the lid (See Figure 
2) of the first, second, and fourth side-wall portions (See Figure 2) for the purpose of 
providing easy durable accessibility. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the zip fasteners join free edges of the lid of the first, 
second, and fourth side-wall portions as taught by Wu with the bag of Fahl et al., in 
order to enhance easy and durable accessibility. 

Regarding claim 7, Fahl et al., discloses the strap (20A) has the length 
adjustment fitting (60) disposed in the vicinity of the fourth side-wall portion (See Figure 
4) so as not to interfere with displacing the strap (20A) to establish two identical 
shoulder loops (See Figure 4). 

However, Fahl et al., does not disclose the strap transit fitting. Cooper teaches 
the strap transit fitting (20) (See Figures 1 & 2) for the purpose of preventing the strap 
from becoming tangled. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the strap transit fitting as taught by Copper with the bag of 
Fahl et al., in order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

Response to Arguments 

7: Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth In 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action Is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS frorri the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action Is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Applicant Is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 CP. R. 1 .1 1 1 , Including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
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requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 11(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 6028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




JESF.PASCUA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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